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Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless othenwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference Is attached. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that 
the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on 
any patent to issue therefrom. The paragraphs marked below are applicable. 

§ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months 
of the U.S. filing date or the date of filing a CPA, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed with a Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE). No certification or fee is required. 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
'>fter the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, 

^•oefore the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 
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□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(2). 

□ c. Please debit Deposit Account No. 50-1563 in the amount of $240.00 
in payment of the fee under 37 CFR §1.17(p) to ensure consideration of the 
disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this paper are attached. 

□ 4. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. Applicant(s) hereby petition(s) that the 
Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Please debit Deposit Account No. 50- 
1563 In the amount of $130.00 in payment of the petition fee under 37 CFR §1.17(i)(1) to 
ensure consideration of the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this paper are 
attached. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any Individual designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(2). 



Respectfully submitted 



LECLAIR RYAN 





Michael N. Haynes 

123 East Main St., S**^ Floor 

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 

Phone: 434.245.34440 

Fax: 434.296.0905 

Email: mhaynes@leclairryan.com 

Registrafion No: 40,014 
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Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031"T" 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
lined to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB oontro) number. 
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U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
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Date of Publication of 
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Number 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No.'' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the Item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 








MELZER, A., PELTON, A., Superelastic Shape-Memory Technology of Nitinol in 
Medicine. Min Invas Ther & Allied Technol. 2000:9(2) 59-60 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

' Unique citation designation number. ^ Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington. DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



